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The Cottages at the Surf 

Handbook of Architectural Standards 
Effective 6/16/2020 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 

Throughout The Cottages at the Surf, homeowners are permitted to enhance their homes 

and yards to increase the pleasure and benefits of living in our community and to 

maximize the usefulness of their property.  However, prior to making any modifications, 

homeowners are required to obtain approval from the Architectural Review Committee 

(ARC) of The Cottages at the Surf Homeowners Association. Of note, a permit from the 

Horry County Building Department may be required for some requests. 

 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

The Request for ARC approval of Home Improvement or Modification (form) and the 

Architectural Standards are available on The Beach Company Website at 

https://thomasrealestate.com/properties/hoa/the-cottages-at-the-surf/ or from the Property 

Management Office and must be completed in full.  The submissions will be reviewed 

within 30 days of receipt.  Upon review of the application, the homeowner will receive 

an email approving, approving w/conditions, or not approving. Conditions associated 

with the application must be adhered to and if an application is not approved the reason 

why will be included in the email. 

 

 

ARCHITECTURAL STANDARDS 

 

Attic Fans: Requires approval. Must be aesthetically pleasing and must be the same color 

as the existing roof. 

 

Awnings: Requires approval. Exterior retractable awnings must be post-free, are only 

permitted on the rear of the structure.  Must submit photograph and/brochure indicating 

the color and appearance and should be clearly compatible with the architectural design 

and qualities of the home. 

 

Other Exterior Attachments to Home: Exterior attachments to the home, such as but not 

limited to wildlife and security camera, temperature and rain gauges, plant hangers, etc. 

should be compatible with the color and design qualities of the home.  For the privacy of 

all homeowners, outdoor cameras should not be positioned to record images directly into 

neighboring windows or directly into neighboring homes. 

 

Basketball Hoop: Only Portable basketball hoops are permitted, with the following 

conditions – must be setup in the individual homeowner’s driveway and may not infringe 

upon the road so that players will be playing in the driveway and not the road, must be 

https://thomasrealestate.com/properties/hoa/the-cottages-at-the-surf/
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stored in garage when not in use and cannot be left in driveway overnight or un-attended. 

 

Decks: Requires approval.  The following criteria will be used to determine whether to 

approve an application to construct a deck: 

 

 Location: Must be attached in the rear of the home. 

 

 Materials & Color: Materials must be consistent with the style of the houses to 

which they are attached.  

 

 Scale and Style: Decks must be of a scale and style compatible with the home and 

environmental surroundings. 

 

Sprinkler System: Homeowner must request and have sprinkler system marked 

prior to any construction activities.  The homeowner is responsible for the cost of 

moving or any damage to the sprinkler system. 

 

Driveways: Requires approval.  Driveways must be concrete.  Driveways can only be 

expanded to the exterior dimensions of the home.  No coatings are not permitted. 

 

Exterior Air Conditioners:  Individual air conditioning units extending from windows are 

prohibited.  Exterior air conditioning units or heat pumps maybe replaced without 

approval as long as the unit sits in the same location as unit being replaced.  An 

application will be required if unit is to be relocated. 

 

Exterior Colors: Requires approval.  Your home maybe resided in the same material and 

color scheme at any time.  Color changes (including changes in hue, tone, or intensity) 

require submission and approval of a modification form.  Applications are not required 

for any repairs which does not change a home’s original colors. 

 

Exterior Lighting: Lighting may not be installed as to illuminate any portion of an 

adjoining lot or to shine into any window.  The amount of light produced should not be 

so excessive as to create a distraction or have a negative impact on the neighborhood.  

 

Garage Exterior Lighting: Replacement must be compatible in style, scale and 

color (must be black or Bronze). 

 

Landscape Lighting: Recommended lighting includes battery operated or low 

voltage lighting.  Low voltage wiring must be concealed by burying. It is 

recommended to call “BEFORE YOU DIG” for locations of existing utility lines. 

 

Fences: Are not permitted. 

 

Invisible Electronic Fences: Are not permitted. 
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Flag Poles:  Flag poles may not be erected in the common area.  A white flagpole bracket 

may be attached to the front of a home to displace an American Flag.  The American flag is 

the only permitted flag.  All other flags are prohibited. 

 

 

Garage Screens: Requires approval.  Garage Screen frame must be white. Screen can be 

black, bronze or white. No screen designs or variations are permitted. 

 

Grading and Drainage:  Requires approval.  Changes in grading, e.g., mounds, changes to 

the topography must be submitted be submitted for approval.  In addition, it should be 

noted that changes to topography of a lot could result in flooding into a neighbor’s yard, 

due to improper drainage.  The owner, not the Board of Directors or ARC accepts any 

liability for any damage caused by any grading action. 

 

Gutters and Downspouts:  ARC approval not required if the following provisions are 

met.  Gutters and downspouts must be white.  Downspouts run off doesn’t create 

flooding into a neighbor’s yard, does not interfere with mowing of the grass and is not a 

trip hazard. 

 

Hot Tubs/Spas: Requires approval.  Exterior hot tubs must be located on an attached 

concrete patio located in the rear of the house.  

 

House Numbers:  ARC approval not required if the following provisions are met. 

Replacement must be compatible in style, scale and color (must be black or Bronze). 

 

Landscaping: (The homeowner is responsible for the cost of moving or any damage to 

the sprinkler system.) 

 

 Existing Beds: ARC approval is not required if the plantings are for an existing 

bed and do not change the harmony of design in relation to the surrounding area.  

Pine straw is required for new bedding in front of the home. New bedding on the 

side and rear of the home should be composed of pine straw, natural/brown mulch 

or brown river rock.  If mulch or river rock is used on the sides or rear of the 

home; an edging must be installed to retain the mulch or rock.   River rock must 

be 2 – 6 inches in size.  All materials used, must be designed for bedding material 

use and must be consistent with the general appearance standards of the 

neighborhood.  

 

New and/or Expanded Beds: Requires approval.  Landscaping must blend with 

existing plantings.  Proposed large shrubs and trees should be sufficiently set in 

from the property lines to avoid overhanging the property line. Generally, items 

planted should not affect drainage or change topography of a lot to cause flooding 

into a neighbor’s yard. 

 

Shrubs or Tree Removal: Requires approval if tree is in excess of 6 inches in 

diameter or 8 feet in height.  Shrubs that are dead, disease, needing to be removed 

to promote the growth of other trees or shrubs, or for safety reasons maybe 
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removed without approval.  Trees that are removed that are not in a natural area 

will require removal of the stump below ground level and the ground must be 

repaired with sod or otherwise landscaped or replace by another tree. Shrubs that 

are removed along the side or rear of the home that create an opening greater than 

10 feet will require replacement. 

 

Satellite Dishes/Antennas: Requires approval. An application must be submitted with the 

exact location for were the dish or antenna will be installed.  The homeowner is 

responsible for the cost of moving or any damage to the sprinkler system. 

 

Trash Enclosures:  Requires approval.  A trash enclosure maybe installed as a permanent 

structure no larger than 60” L x 36” D x 48” H.  All materials and trim shall match that 

of the existing home.  Front & side panels should be painted white. The top trim band 

can be constructed using a grey composite decking.  If decking is not used for the trim, 

then the trim must be painted grey.  The homeowner is responsible for the cost of moving 

or any damage to the sprinkler system. 

 

Walkways: Require approval.  Walkway leading to the home’s door must be made of 

concrete.  Any other walkways created e.g., leading from door around side of house to 

rear patio can only be constructed with steppingstone and colors must coordinate with the 

existing materials and colors of the home and typically be neutral in tone.  Stones must 

be large enough and installed flush with the ground so that they are not picked up by the 

lawn mowers. 

 

Windows & Doors: Approval not require if the following provisions are met.  

Replacement windows and doors must fit the pre-existing openings and comply with the 

pre-existing color scheme.  Entry and storm doors are required to be white.  Storm doors 

must be solid clear glass. 

 

 


